
 

 

 Rev. Francisco Aaron Zapata-Ruiz, age 75 years old, passed 
away on January 26, 2023 in Merida, Yucatan, Mexico. Aaron 
was born in the small town of Temax, Yucatan, Mexico on 
October 12, 1947, to Rev. Francisco Zapata and Maria Luisa 
Ruiz. 
 He grew up and studied in the city of Mérida, Mexico. He 
enjoyed playing basketball in high school and college, and 
loved playing the guitar while singing with the Rondalla 
Universitaria de Yucatan, a traditional folklore group. At the 
age of 19, during a youth summer camp, he gave his life fully 
to Christ and committed to follow and serve Him till the end of 

his life. He obtained a degree in civil engineering, and in 1976, married his life-long partner 
Leticia González. They had three children: Aaron, Marcos and Anita. 
  After receiving the call to ministry from the Lord, Aaron traveled with his family to 
the Reformed Theological Seminary (RTS) in Jackson, Mississippi, where he received 
Master's Degrees in Divinity and Education in 1985. 
 He returned to his beloved Merida from 1986 to 1994 where he was ordained as a 
pastor and worked with several churches and congregations. Aaron was later appointed 
Director of San Pablo Seminary Merida Campus.  
 Aaron accepted an invitation in 1994 from his brother, Rev. Moises Zapata, to 
become a missionary and church planter at the El Paso/Ciudad Juarez border with the 
support of Mission to North America (MNA). 
 In 2000, the Zapata brothers along with others, brought to fruition the vision of 
establishing the San Pablo Seminary Juarez Campus for the formation of pastors and church 
leaders along the border. In 2003, he was once again appointed Director of the San Pablo 
Seminary, but now for the Ciudad Juarez Campus, a position he held until his passing. 
Teaching Reformed Theology and helping future leaders and pastors was a passion that 
brought him both peace and joy. 
 In 2013, Aaron suffered from his first wave of cancer. Undiscouraged, his faith in the 
Lord's providence during these difficult times provided a wonderful example to family and 
all that surrounded him. "I am grateful to the Lord for my cancer, as He used it to draw me 
even closer to Him". After his healing in 2018, Aaron was thankful God had allowed him 
more time to continue to serve His church. 
 In 2014, with the collaboration of his whole family, Aaron began a Spanish speaking 
congregation in his home living room and named it Cristo Rey. Through God's grace, the 
small congregation began to grow, leading Christ the King Church in El Paso to generously 



 

 

invite them to share their facilities. Christ the King and Cristo Rey have now become one 
Church with both an English and a Spanish service.  
 One of his sons once asked him what kind of legacy he most wanted to leave behind. 
"Instead of my name being remembered, I wish the Name of Christ exalted 
above all else". 
 Near the end of his life, Aaron most enjoyed spending time with his 
family, including his son in law Marc, daughter in law Erika, and his four 
beloved grandchildren: Hannah, Marc Eli, Ezra, and Ariana. None will 
forget his playful manner, the special gift he had to make every single 
child feel special, and how he never missed the opportunity to hand out 
small souvenir gifts (pens, plastic toy ducks, mini flashlights, journals, 
etc.) to everyone he met. 
 When in 2020, he received the news the cancer had returned, once again, he did not 
fear, “God is in control” he would always say with the tender smile that characterized him.  
Rev. Francisco Aaron Zapata was secure in knowing the hope that awaits those who die in 
Christ, and on January 26, 2023, he rejoiced in joining His beloved Lord and Savior. 
 “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now 
there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will 
award to me that day - and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for His 
appearing.” 2 Timothy 4:7-8 (NIV). 
 

 

 


